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SAM LIEBERMAN (1922 — 2012)

In his own way, he was a legend’

Helped Jead fwo major veforms
during distinguished legal career

SARAH O'DONNELL
Edmonton Journal

The Second World War era aic-
plane prepeller and the stuffed
trophy fish that hung on the
wall of Justice Sarmue} Lieber-
man’'s Edmonton courthouse
office spoke toa lifetime of ex-
periencesoutside of his distin-
guished judiciat career.

Mixed with an assortment
of photographs that cap-
tured his adventures, as well
as mornents with his family,
the collection offered visitors
a glimpse into his interesting
tife.. “You could lack at his
wall for about an hour and
be enthralled,” recalled Allan
Wachowich, the former chief
justice of the Alberta Court of
Queen’s Banch.,

Lisbersnan died on Sept. 10
at the age of 90,

He leaves alegal legacy that
included 3] years onthebench,
21 of them as a justice with the
Alberta Court of Appeal, the
province's highest court.

In that time, Lieberman
helped lead two major re-
forms. He was the first chair-
manof the Legal Aid Soclety of
Alberta, helping establish
legal assistance for people
facing criminal trials, He
also pushed to establish the
Alberta Board of Review for
people found to be crimin-
ally insane. It was a ground-
‘breaking effort, one copled by
other provincesacrass Carada.
Until the review board was
estahlished, hundreds of people
wemkep’cmdeﬁmte]ymmen-
tal institotions.

Lieberman became the first
chairman of that board, apos-
ition he held for nine years.
"That was an ares Twhere I feel

I'made a contribution,” Lieber-,

man recalled in avinterview
with the Journal in 2007..

Those who worked with
Lieberman said he had good
reason tobe proud.

Lawyer Kent Davidson,
managing partner of Miller
Thomson's Edmonton office,
recalled the 85th bn'thday
party that his office threw for

Lieberman, whojcined thelaw
firm after he retired from the
bench in 1997. All the mast-
head partners of Edmonton's
majo firms came to tha party,
along with senior members of
the bench and bar.

Lieberman was born in Ed-
montonin 1922 and grew i in
his famify’s Glenora home.

In 1940, after completing
his first year at the University
of Alberta, he joined the war
effort, enlisting in the Roy-
ai Canadian Air Force. "My
Jewish background came into
play,"” Liebermman told the four-
nal in 2005 about his decision
to entist, “I said, "What the
hell, I better do something,’ ¥
felt an obligation not only as a
Canadianbut also as a persan
aof the Jewish faith to fight an
evil empire.”

Bythetime bereturnedhome
to Edmonton in 1945, Lieber-
man had flown a wide range of
issions. As a member of the
RAF Squadron No. 280, he
flew Ansons on ajr-sea xes-
cue missions over the North
Sea and piloted borbers over
the Atlantic Ocean with an-
other coastal comsmand,

In July 1943, he was posted
to the RAF’s No, 8 squadron
in Aden, where he flew con-
v0y escorts over water bod-
ies that included the Red Sea
and the Persian Gulf. It was

there that he ended up being '

assigned tolead a famine relief
mission for the tribespeople of
the Wadi Hadhrammat, an area
now part of nerthern Yemen.
Hekeptmementosofthat two-
month aixlift in a serapbeok,
which included a congratula-

tory letter from Air Vice Mar-

shal F.H. MeNamara, V.C.
The aitlift prevented 100,000
peprple from starving.
Lieberman returned to Ed-
monten in March 1945 with
the rank of squadron leader,
and retained his passion for
flylng — hence the propeller
on the wall of his courthouse
office.
He returned tothe Uof Aand
graduated from law school in
1345. Hejoined his father Moe

Lieberman’s law firm and
specialized in insarance law.
He married his wife, Nan-
cy, in 1950 after they met at

a service club convention in -

Winnipeg.

Wachowich, who started his
law career a few years after
Liebermnan, said the pair dis-
covered they both had family
ties to the same small com-
munity in Ukraine. They
bended over that fact, although
they still had toface eachother
in court regularly, since both
specialized in insurance law.,

Licberman's career on the
bench began in 1066, when
he was named to the northern

Alberta District Court. Four .-
yeays later, he was ppointed” -

asa justiceof the AToerta Court
of Queen's Bench. In 1976, he
was promoted to the Alberta
Court of Appeal and the Court
of Appeal of the Northwest
Territories.
Lisberrnan was an cutstand-
inglawyer whowas appointed
on hislegalmerits, Wachowich

SUPPI.IED
Justice Sant Lieberman flew a
wide range of missions during
the Second World War.

said, but he alsowas a ground-
breaker because he was the
first judge of Jewish faith to
be appointed in Alberta, .

“His attitude was, ‘Twantto
uphoeld the law and make sure
thelawisupheld, ” Wachow-
ich said. "In his own way, he
was alegend.”
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Retired Justice 5am Lieberman in 2005 with a model of a Wellington bomber. one of the planes he flew during Second World War.

Wachowich remembefed
appearing before Lieberman
when he was still a lawyerin
acasetied foamulti- carpﬂeup
an the Jasper Highway.

“if7hat Tadmired about him

was how, among 13 cars, he

was ghle to assess lability in
& way that made sense, which
is a diffient fhing to do when
vou have 11 lawyers, i3 cars
and a whole bunch of injur-
fes,” Wachowich said.
Qutside of work, Lieberman
loved to golf and to fish, Wa-

*- chowichsaid, and particular-

1y enjoyed fishing trips in the
Northwest Territories and the
Rockies.

He held posts with a vast
range of community organ-
izations, ranging from the
CINIBardthe Fdmonton Sym-
phony tothe Kiwanis Ciband
B'nai Brith. He also served on
the board of the Edmonton
Eskimas in the 1960s and be-

camepart of agroup knownas

the Nervous Nine, who put up
their own money to save the

football franchise from going

Alwaysa gentleman, he was
recognized with several hon-
ours; inclading the Alberta
Order of Excellence in 2006,

] feel very fortunate in hav-
ing participated in the profes-
slon andthe judiciary, Lieber-
man {old the Journal in 2007,
“It’s given me insight into
many areas of society that I

would never have been able .

toundesstand, pecple fromall
aspects and all strata of soefety
that T would never have come
into contact with, It has also
given me an opportunity to
make a contribution, however
small, to our way of life.

“IfThadtodoit all over again,
P'd do the same thing.”

In addition to his wife,
Lieberman is survived by
his som David, his danghters

JoAnn and Audrey, and fwo .

grandsons.
sadonnell@edmontonjournal.
com
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