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Israell Prime Minlster Ehud Barak smells
a rose while listening to speeches during
a meeting with Israell Arabs in the town
'of Nazareth yesterday. ~
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to resume

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli
officials have decided to resume
peace talks with the Palestinians
this afternoon in the Egyptian
resort of Taba, Israel radio re-
ported. . _

Yesterday’s decision came a
day after Israel suspended the
marathon negotiations following
the killing of two Israelis in the
West Bank. '

The two victims, both owners
of a Tel Aviv restaurant, were
killed by masked gunmen.

Afterward, Prime Minister
Ehud Barak recalled the leaders
of his negotiating team for con-
sultations. But Barak and senior
ministers - met at Barak’s
Jerusalem residence yesterday
and decided to resume the peace
talks.

The report said the talks were
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expected to resume after the fu-
neral of the two Israelis, who
were to be laid to rest in Haifa:
Barak’s office had no immedi-
ate comment on the report,
which was also carried on Israel
television. : gy

The two Israelis, Motti Dayan
and Etgar Zeituni, were ab-
ducted and shot Tuesday after

- they entered the West Bank city
of Tulkarem looking for supplies
for their sushi restaurant, Yup-
pies, located in a trendy Tel Aviv
neighbourhood.

In the past, such killings have
led to breakdowns in talks, but
Barak is pressed for time due to
Israel’s Feb. 6 election. Trailing
in the polls, Barak had hoped
the peace talks would produce a
breakthrough and energize his
re-election campaign.
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