0,
. iy i ) ™~ =~ [\ '

EULOGY - OLGA ROLLINGHER - FEBRUARY 20, 1992 3 ’7 C—‘-_"’—’?T;;L
Today was meant to be a day of celebration for the family of 0lga
Rollingher. This day would have marked her 87th. birthday. Instead we
gather together this day to mourn for her and to comfort her family.
ot
To us in the mortal world, birth and death are 2 extremes; joy and sorrow
- beginning and end. But in the world of faith they mark a continuum
in our journey to a world of the spirit - to salvation under the wings
of the Holy One.
Our sages teach that Moses,k himself died omn HIS birthday. They tell
us that his death on the date of his birth was a sign of holiness. Perhaps
they meant that there is a sense of completion in the coincidence, Each
feoadel 0%k
year was lived fully - completely - without waste, and death cogyded. ea
the last year of life,.
Today on the birthday of 0Olga Rollingher and on the day of her burial,

we gather - not only to mourn for her - but to celebrate her life. A

life lived fully even to the very end. -



Olga was a whole person. Getting to know her as I did in her 80's,
and during her long illness that had her hospitalized for a lengthy period
of time, I couldn't help but be struck by her physical beauty even under
those trying conditions. She was a handsome woman - but even more

important was her inner beauty. Sari & I would come to visit her, hoping

N ——
to bring her good cheer - and always whe would be solicitious of us -
"How are your two lovely children?" she would ask. MAre you enjoying
the Congregation'?
who,
She was a woman & personified class - a woman who was in every sense.

“that e (& @
a lady. She had only to open her mouth and one would recognize a~weman

Wosliiin  of dignity arpechoee She was, as Larry describes her, beautiful within
and without. PAUSE
Famdy wos v meat f‘f"{/”f-"'l“"% in her (‘%'?-
She was a caring loving mother to her children.
o fev Calld
Serena calls—her the "wisest most wonderfully gentl human being I've

ever met. The greatest gift she even gave me was to be sco fortunate as

to have her for a mother".

She was a woman who was gratful for her life and all of it's blessings

She felt fulfilled as a mother - and she found meaning in her 3 devoted

\V‘ e -3
i . d~.39 P iex
children who loved her so much, @ LQ({\] /2{,3,2(3&7:4 d



SERENA & LARRY BOTH SPEAK FONDLY OF A TRANSFERENCE SHE WAS ABLE TO
o (onf &”Nk
MAKXE FROM MOTHER OFf -CONIMIDENT AND FRIEND AS THEY REACHED MATURITY.

SERENA RECALLS THE TRIPS THEY WOULD TAKE TOGETHER - TO San me

- OR c&uw{.}i/& SOMETIMES WITHJ_SOMETIMES WITHOUT HER CHILDREN.

LARRY RECALLS TEACHING HER HOW TO PLAY BLACKJACK IN VEGAS ON HER

recails
7§th. B];RTHDAY. AND HE REXELCPED HOW EVER STRANGER WOULD OPEN UP TO HER

AT THE TABLES.

PERHAPS IT WAS BECAUSE, AS ELI PUT 1T, "SHE HAD THE GIFT OF NEVER

relate o
JUDGING HER CHILDREN-— THAT SHE WAS /g~ . ABLE TO HANESZIIE ¢T3 THEM

AS A FRIEND WHEN THEY REACHED ADULTHOCD. SHE WAS ALMOST SAINTLY IN HER
ABILITY TO BE NON JUDGEMENTAL - TO ACCEPT PEQPLE AS THEY ARE.

e
BHER GREATEST TEST AS A MOTHER WAS WITH IRVING WHO %é’ SO TRAGICALLY

AND S0 YOUNG AT THE AGE OF 19 of HODGKINS DISEASE.
Weps ge LITAC \A\;'L} 'f‘mf)c’clq:
FOR 8 YEARS LIFE WiSoiatdeie-HELL - HE WAS PARALIZED - - AN INVALID AT

HOME - BUT SHE WAS ALWAYS THERE TC CARE FOR HIM. FOR & YEARS SHE DEDICATED

HER LIFE TO HIS COMFORT.

tolane qeo e fo her
THANCE REMEMBERS THAT OTHER PEOPLE WERE ALWAYS MORE IMPORTAN I THAN

Laler
HERSELF. INDEED SHE CARED NOT ONLY FOR HEK SON BUT -LAZEEY AN AUNT AND

> ‘\_U'- 1
<2
A ZEDA AND AN UNCLE WERE RECIPIENTS OF HER LOVING CARE DURING THTIR ILLNLESS 4

sk che was qeeardid o Laery, & CaretdleC ot of her g2
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~=SHE WAS,-A€CURDING TO LARRY, A CARETAKER ALL-HER-LIFE - ——
arter
A LESSER WOMAN MIGHT HAVE LOST HEART SUFFERING SUCH TRAGEDY.
BUT OLGA WAS, AS TULANE DESCRIBES, A TRUE STOV© #fD, SHE WAS ABLE TO

FIND HEALING AND GO ON TO BE FULFILLED WITH HER MARRIAGE, HER CHILDREN

AND GRAND-CHILDREN.
SHE WAS FULFILLED IN HER MARRIAGE TO AARON HER BELOVED HUSBAND .

LARRY RECALLS THAT THEY OFTEN TRAVELLED TOGETHER - OLGA HAD A PARTICULAR

FONDNESS FOR DIFFERENT HOTELS AND CITIES.

ACCORDING TO LARRY THEY USED TO LOVE TO GO DANCING TOGETHER. OFTEN

WINNING PRIZES FOR DANCING.

l _ﬂﬁ@qﬂxsh
AND SHE COULD, AT A FAMILY Slf“ 6 - s DANCE THE KASATSHE LIKE

~

NO ONE ELSE IN EDMONTON.

SHE WAS THE BEST BUBBE. THE BEST GRANDMOTHER ANYONE COULD HOPE TO

HAVE.

you Sand
LARRY €EATMS_THAT IF WE USE LOVE AS A CRITEREIA, HER GRANDCHILDREN
(€ Qb el ay ‘M’,em ,"'c?,f'ﬁm'Ls
LOVED HER AS-—MYGH AS—HER- CHELDREN. SHE HAD A WONDERFUL WAY OF MAKING

EACH GRANDCHLILD KNOW SHE WAS THERE FQR THEM - MAKING EACH FEEL SPECIAL



S ey el \yed
JILL RBGALLS THAT AS A SMALL CHILD, OLGA WOULD DANCE WITH HBR - HOLDING

\g UP AND TEACHING g STEPS. THE ~WOULD—OFEEN-—BATHE—AND. DO EXERSIZES
WLTH HER-GRANDCHILDREN.
JILL WOULD TELL BUBBEE HER PROBLEMS - AND OLGA WOULD HELP - NOT SO
MUCH BY GIVING ADVICE _ BUT BY LISTENING.
JILL ADMIRED OLGA FOR NEVER HAVING A BAD WORD TO SAY ABOUT ANYONE -
AND ABQUT HOW SHE LOVED AND CARED FOR HER GRANDCHILDREN.
Some

IT WAS PERHAPS BECAUSE OF BUBBEE THAT OF HER GRANDCHILDREN

ENTERED THE CARING FIELD - SOME DEDICATING THEIR LIVES TU SERVE THE

ELDERLY.

LAUREN- GALE RECALLS THAT WHENEVER SHE FELT AGITATED SHE WOULD RUN
TO GRANDMOTHER - AND THERE SHE WOULD FIND PEACE.
OLGA WAS VERY PROUD OF HER HERITAGE. BROUGHT UP IN A RELIGIOUS JEWISH

FAMILY, SABBATH AND HOLIDAYS WERE OBSERVED IN HER HOME WITH CANDLE LIGHTING

AND SPECIAL MEALS.
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LAUREN GALE PRAISES HER FOR HER SPECIAL HONEY CAKE. IT WAS AN OPEN
SECRET IN THE FAMILY THAT ALONG WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS, OLGA'S HONEY CAKE

INCLUDED A LIBERAL AMOUNT OF CROWN ROYAL, WHICH, I SUPPOSE, CONTRIBUTED L
wrt Qe W ey a oHUE v LDmens Tewith Ojumest

TO THE FAMILIY'S HOLIDAY Joi\.‘ - rad WA f‘“/“f”’ Sin rpfluares o/ _ MW&
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WE BEGAN BY SPEAKING OF WHOLENESS - OF BIRTH AND DEATH AND THE
COMPLE‘.TION OF YEARS.

IlI.\l A WAY OLGA'S DEATH WITNESSED TO HER WHOLENESS. SHE SUFFERED LONG
IN HER ILLNESS+—> SPENDING A YEAR IN HOQSPITAL TAKEN CARE OF WITH GREAT
CARE BY HER DR. MANNY FRIEDMAN. BUT SHE DIED IN HER OWN BED _ WITH
DIGNITY.

SHE WAS A PEACEFUL PERSON WHO BROUGHT PEACE TC ALL WHO KNEW HER AND .
SHE DIED PEACEFULLY - HAVING WAITED FOR SERENA'S ARRIVAL AND TAKEN THE

[LERY S

OPPORTUNITY TO SAY GOODBYE.

87 YEARS AGO - OLGA ROLLINGHER WAS BORN - HER BIRTH WAS CELEBRATED
AND SHE BEGAN Ar LONG, BLESSED, FULFILLED LIFE.

TODAY, EVEN AS WE MOURN HER DEATH -

WE CELEBRATE HER LIFE.



