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MILLIE SINGER (1922 — 2013)

one of city’s

biggest boosters

'MARTY KLINKENBERG
Edmonton Journal

Besides her late isband, Mil-
Be Singer Ioved dark chocolate
gnd a shot of good rye, sitkand
cashimere, and everything ray-
al - the King, the Queen and
the Royal Mayfair Golf Chab.
:Married to elothier Henry
Singer for 39 years, Millie
was one of the city’s biggest
Boosters, a fan of the Oilers
and Eskimos and a member
of a beautification committes
that planfied trees in downtown
‘Edmonton, the city where she
was bornand raised and lived
until her death on March 29 at
age 9L

“Eventhoughmost inembers

Omﬂvmmmﬂbwuwoqmaﬁoﬁﬁ. )

couver, we could never get

-following her funetal at Terple
w&oﬁggw “She really

loved theity. If we hadtaken
c&ghommmgoﬁg #éonﬁ )

senior and avibes playerin
jazzbandthat hadjust returned
fromagigin Bermuda. Travel-
ling to New York to study in-
terior design, Millie returned
to Edmonton after only three
months because she was so
smitten with her beau, who
had been courting her despite
her parents’ conicerns.

“My grandparents were hor-
rified,” Humwﬁm@. said. ..,H.vm%
-asked; *Who is- this musi-

cian?’ But mwmum<ﬂ§§mm~

another.”

They were inseparable until-

Henry's death in 1980, Mil
lie playing Kate Hepburt

her husband's Spencer Tracy; .

raising their children Trudy,

Danny, Fred and Trig, while®

Henry ran the menswear
Sn._ﬁmuwmi&mmﬂw?mnmbﬁ
After meeting her, Heairy went
straight, shandoning the vibes
to open his first clothing

store with $300 in 1938. The

her to leave hete,” her daugh-
ﬁﬁ.ﬂc@m%ﬂm—? saidata. -
gathering of farnily and friends

ball of ener

Wi \m of clothier |

Pekarsky said. “He was the
centre of her universe.”

The daughter of one of Ed-
monton’s early pioneers, fur-
niture salesmnan Louis Poder-
sky, Millie attended Oliver and

bitsingss has flourished for .
‘three-quiarters of a century.

- “She moved around kim

- like a planet aronnd the sun,”

Garneais schools before meet-

. achildren’s store — the Trudy

Gay Shop —while her hushand
served inthe air force. |
Five feet tall and a ball of
energy, she helped establish the
local chaptes of Jewish Family
Services, loved everyone, and
embraced life. “Everybody

...mw.:m z____m m.:nmq out nq ma_:.aao: _za..__n _8.5 been like
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“taking a iree out of the soil,” trer daughter says. At (eft, Miltie,
then Millie Padessky, and husband Henry Singer, right, are seen

whomet her felt like she knew
them,”her:son, Danny, said

at the Royal Mayfair; where a

 gathering the same day as her

funeral was held in a banquet
room overlooking the 18th fair-

" way, stll blanketed with snow.
.. “Hewasher strength. $hemade
.. everyone feel like she wastheir ..

biggest fan.

“She and my dad were spe-

cial people. This is the end of
an era in Edmonton, and for
Edmonfon.” .

Taught to play golf by her
brothers in her youth, Mil-
lie won the Alberta women’s
fumior title at 16 and was a sen-
iors" champion at the Royal

" in the early 1940s with Liliian Podershky and Lt >_.=.E..m_=mmq o._.
the Canadian Dental Corps. o

Euﬁ.ﬁr where she .Um..uwu._n
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band's death,
T doix't know what would
hase happened had she not hiad-

this place to come to after myr -

dad passed away,” Fred Singer

place where she could invite

-people to dinner and they °

couldn’t sign the bill.

“She was very inde-
pendent.”

A doting grandmotber to
nine and great-grandmother
to 10, Millie gave np golf in

“her 705 when she developed

macular degeneration and her

eyesight began to fail. It also
robbed her of her ability to
drive and read, and mﬂm wumm.

“Ome of the mm_.u.ammﬁ »_.E..mm
Mom ever said to me was,
“First Ilost my Henry, then I
lost myself, " Pekarsky said
during her enlogy before sev-
eral mndred guests. .

A woman who loved Maui,
Miles Davis, Starbucks and the
North Saskatchewsn River val-
ley, Millie Singer told herchil-
dren, “Don’t cry, smile” inthe
daysbefore she died. Ira letter
written to her family18 years
earlier that was opened only
affer her death, she mused,
“Tve had a greaf life. Tt's mice
o have no regrets.”

“She was att ateazing, lovely
woman,” Pekarsky said. “She
never lost her essential Millie-
ness, It was still there, flick-
ering, even af the very end.”

In her 1ast month, she was
surrounded by family and
friends. “She was my Aud-
rey Hepburn,” said Theresa.
Offerman, Millie's caregiver
for 24 years. *There is no
way for mé to-describe her as

.mbeﬂ&umd& that. Her.char-

istna, the way;she dressed.
Shie was just: m_ remarkable
woman.

“Tf was an. woaoE. nowuoa

- “When mﬁ% ‘Were first mar-

fied, Millie and Henry Singer
lived in the histéric Annamoe

"Mansionin Oliver; overookirig

the river. Recently, a bouguet
was tied to a park bench out-
side the three-storey red-
brick building. The bench

-has plaques bearing the Sing-
. -erg’ names. “Together on this
‘bench, as in life,” one of the

Emnwﬁuo:m reads.
- ‘Millie Singer mﬁoﬂﬁ many
happy: winters in Hawaii.

-Standing on-her balcony at

night and _oow-s.m out over

hie Pacific Qcean, she would
said at the gathering. "It was. *
tlie centre of her social life, 2 -

logy, “We'll see thmpmH star-
“Millie is m_ummu« 45? her

Henry."
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